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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING VIA EXPRESS MAIL 
37 C.F.R. §1.10 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1. 10, 1 hereby certify that I have a 

REASONABLE BASIS FOR BELIEF THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING 

deposited with the united states postal service as express 
Mail Post Office to Addressee on the date indicated below and 
is addressed to: 
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honorable commissioner for patents 
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TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Sir: 



Applicant hereby submits the following document to be filed with the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office: 

1 . Response to Non-Final Office Action Mailed December 4, 2003 ; 

2. Request for Extension of Time to Respond to Office Action Mailed December 4, 
2003; and 

3. Postcard. 



Please date stamp and return the enclosed postcard evidencing receipt of these materials. 

The Commissioner is authorized to debit Deposit Account No. 50-1673 for any 
underpayment of fees which may be due in association with this filing under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16- 
1.18. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



jward L. Speight ^ 



Howard L. Speight 
Reg. No. 37,733 
Baker BottsL.L.P. 
910 Louisiana 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Telephone: (713)229-1750 
Facsimile: (713)229-7750 
E.Mail: Howard.Speight@bakerbotts.com 
Date: March 19, 2004 ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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Appl. No. 10/017,406 

Reply to Non-Final Office Action of December 4, 2003 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art No. 2171 



In re Application of: 

Paul L. Sinclair, et al. 



Serial No.: 10/017,406 
Filed: 12/07/2001 
For: 
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RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R §1.111 TO 
NON-FINAL OFHCE ACTION MAILED DECEMBER 4. 2003 



MAIL STOP 

Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING VIA EXPRESS MAIL 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.10, 1 hereby certify that I have 
information and a reasonable basis for belief that this 
correspondence will be deposited as express mail post 
Office to Addressee with the United States Postal 
Service on the date indicated below, and is addressed 
to: Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 

HONORABLE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450. 
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EXPRESS MAn> LABEL: EV339227794US 
DATEOFMAn^ING: 03/19/04 



Date 



Dear Sir: 



In response to the Non-Final Office Action mailed December 4, 2003, Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration of the rejections set forth in the Office Action. 

The amendments are formatted and presented in accordance with the Revised Format for 
Amendments promulgated in 2003 by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
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Appl. No. 10/017,406 

Reply to Non-Final Office Action of December 4, 2003 

As the three-month shortened statutory period for reply ended March 4, 2004, a one 
month Petition for Extension of Time, with the appropriate fee, is being filed contemporaneously 
with this Response, to extend the period for reply to April 4, 2004. Therefore, this Response is 
considered timely filed. 

Amendments to the Claims, if any, are reflected in the "Listing of the Claims" which 
begins on page 3 of this Response. 

Remarks begin on page 15 of this Response. 
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